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RENINISCENCES OF (HE REV. Ne. Ce DENSON 


WAITCRN BY REQUEST OP LOVY]D GNES AND DEDICATED TO 
RY YOUNGEST DAUGHTER 


LUCY DiSON DONIEL 


Ny C, Denson was born iiay 13, 1841 in Rankin County, iississinol. 
lis father, ilcort G. Denson, nls other, Lmtley Eloy Denson, in the 
wintor of 44 and 45 soved with father, mother, brother, “. “. Denson, 
and tro sisters, Casandrio and cniley Denson, to u.rkansas und 
settied in what is now ishloy County, Fountaill NL11, jirtransas. Grother 
i, 4, Denson vas born Aucust, 1646, Father died Fobruary 25, 1047, 
Lother rarriled asain about January, 1851 to P. Jl, Saldy. fon’ titties 
union threes children were born. !idward BL, Yotty, and Joseph aldy. 
Lr. Daldy had seven children at the time of their marriaze, tobocca, 
wnones, \illian, Sumuel, wary, Janos, and iachel, and at this ~ 
writing, .arch 23, 1916, all havo cassed to tho other shore, excent 
Brother ie Le Denson of fountain -L11, aricansas, Betty Baldy ilix 
Sarzona, und Te fie caldy of Gatosville, Jexase I was ronreod on a farm 
near fountain OLll,arkansase “hat school adventasesa + had was at 
Fountain 111 Acadecy.e Professed rolijston suzust 13, 1856 and was 





baptized .usust 17 into the Fellowshin of Flatcrock “antist Churecn ” 


by Sornafo vurroll, In tho early nart of January 1653 left hone to 
battlo and granslo with the nrobloms of life. Lived first “Ath 

Uncle wontzosery Denson. ade a crop, worked for a ourt of the cron. 
tn 4usust sold my nart of the cron to Grandfathor Denson and hired to 
Unclo .adison J, Donson for (12.50 por month. Lut in iiovenber at the 
@arnost solicitation of Grandfather Issac ii, Denson i went vith his to 


Coluioia vounty, .rkangas where + worked on his farn until ay 1859 wher 


I entered school with 8. v. lourland as teacher. In December I 
roturned to ushley County where I cntared into co-partnarsnio with 
Brotner ive .. Denson to farm..Our stepfather, 2, 1, Baldy, having 
agreed to turn over a few neproos, one man, thre woricn, and turee 
boys. ‘\.@ build a few cabins on a tract of lend boloncing to vousin 
ladison Denson. BGouzht two sorses, ono for 1235.00 and tho othor for 
w120.00 on ercdit. i@ rented land up end down lat Ureck for tro 

or three miles adjacent to the Northwast vorner of Fountain prairie 
whore we worked days and parts of nightse «ade a 500d crop of cotton 
and corne Jold for food prise and sid dobts. Entorod 160 acres or 
land one allo west of Fountain Prairie, ouilt a boxed house with two 


~F00ns ard pnorch, two negro cabins, pole crib and stable. Cleared 
_ Bbout 40 or 60 acros of ‘and tho first winter, 'GQ and '61. Set up 
“housekeeping rith tro brotiiors, tivo sisterag, and a fow NOfTOOG. «.3 


I vas ghysicaily stronger then ny older brother ard roy younser boing 
young, tna old negra man boin:t old ard thio negra ocooys younsz, £ took 
tito lead in Splitting ralls to fcnca the ground and dcadoning timbor, - 
Gutting tia oaks throuch tha Hep. .avinz a eronat desire for an 
education I agreed with my Older brothor that one or us vould vork 

on the farm ard the other so ta achoele So in :porll, 'GL EL atartag 
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to school at Fountain Hill Academy, We. ©, tack og teacher. But 
after six weeks of school the war between tho States cane on. Pele 
loving it a duty to my hone and loved ones L arreed ta fo with the 
first company that left Hamburg, June l, 16861, on foot for Vi>imia. 
we had about 100, mostly young men and boys. Our: of ficors; Vaptating 
Van 4, Narmming, virst Lieute he Je “ilkins, Second Lieut. Je ie 
Morris, Third Liout. B. F. Lowe. None of my officors ovor resirned, 
First sergt. J. ». “anning, brother to the vaptain, «after tarce days 
marching with a ride of seven les ona railroad, we reached ‘.uice, 
on the “ississinoi “iver. After a fow hours wait we got trans- 
portation on a stoamboat to “enohis, where we went by railroad to 
Lynchburg, Virginia, arriving at Lynchburg June 12, bout the first 
of July we were organized into a rogiment, known as the wnird 
arkansas infantry. «lbert Rust, Cole, Lieut. Vol, Sarton, Capt., 
Hanning was promoted ta iajor, and J. %»e "Likins to Cantain, J. we 
Morris First Liout.e, Be Pe Lowe, Socond Lieut., and \', ’. Uochran 
elected ag Third Lieut. \e left Lynchburg July 17, by wey of 
Stanton for «est Virginia, \e wera closa enough on the <¢lst to hear 
the cennon at the Mirst Battle of iannagssog, or Bull Kune. at 
stanton ay stepbrothor, Sam Saldy, a menoer of Gompany &, lost nia 
footing, fell and was killed by the car wheels, «ag my co:nany did 
not get first position of Company 4 in the organization of the 
Roginent, Capte 'ilkins took Vompany Ke Our first camp was on 
Allograney “.ountain, second at Vrab Valley between tho mountain and 
Greonbrier Rivor, whore we camped for some two monthae In Sontenber 
we wort on tvo expeditions led by Col, «ust ovor mountains and along 
rivors without roads, Trying to dislodze the enemy on Cheat .ountain , 
he fought our first battle at Greenbrier iiiver October 5, 31.351. “he 
attacking pereral, Renole Ted, failed. \ ve remaineda t Greenbricr 
Rivor until November 22, when we broke Carp and murched to Stratsburg 
and thence to \\inchestor vhere We wintered, savo when we sont on an 
expedition to Cath and Koneny, that's 40 miles west of \-inchester, 
Under comiand of Qeneral otonowall Jahxson, “arly in the suring of 
62 ve went to Soldsourro, », &, and remained until just bofore the 
Seven Days Battle around iiichmond, Here we wore in \all-org Brt cade, 
Homes Division. \.e were under fire of the onentes gung boats but 

not actively onzared but I stood ag Sdeclal nicket the nipht 
“eClonnon tell back to Uity Point. Aftcr which we done picket duty 
at Vhostor, the halfway station between Richmom and Petersburp., 


-’f£ter which we took up our tedious march to ~aryland, se crossad 


‘Md recrossed the Potomac ard on the 17th of Sent, 1862 at Sharmsburg 
or intetiun, our first bloody battle. uy Company < loot’ eight, 
killed, and about twice that number, vounded, Six of the kllled were 
BY "ess mates, Janes Hu-hes my first wifets oldest brother, Issac 
Denson, my cousin, Reynolds and Hammock, Pat Davis, UNichols,:-and 

“e te “tinsom, my bed mate waa Wounded.e. E, L. Singham and nysolf 

out of the nine that went into battle were unhurt, It vag @ ercat 
Slaughter of dear boys, fe Slept on the battle field that. nirint 
among tho doad and dying, The nisnt of tis 18th, v@ roeerossed the 
Potamace. Pe 43 Just before wo crossed to “aryland to the 
Sharpsburg Zattle we went to llarpors lforry br forca march, 
part of tie troons that surrounded ani cantured about fourteen or 


| fifteen thousand of the meny. .ftor this battlo it was a sad time 


with mee ‘hoch I sat down to write the sad nows to loved ones at home, 
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Those of us left had little time to muss over the past but we 
drooped a silent toar for loved ones rho slept their last sloep, 

we belioved our cause te be just, We went forward trusting in God 
determined to do our duty aa wo now saw it. ‘The oneny now having 
failod to capture Richmond by way of City Voint or by the 
Sharpsburgh w9gunt changed commanders and placed Joo Yooper in 
command end attempted to croas the Kapplhannock River at Froderickse 
burg. About the 10th of Decenbor, 1862 by force marching ve 
commonced to mass ou men to moot their advance but our faithful 
men under Janes Longstreet on the right, and Stonvall Jacicson on 
tho loft, we drove them back acroas tha igppihanneck ond Lincoln 
Ghangod commanders and Burnside was placed in cormand, ‘fter a 
hard cold winter, trying by difforent routes to accomplish that 
sherished hone in Dec. at Mredericksburg, Va. ny reriment, ‘he 
Third :irkangas, Col. ‘.anning, Liout. Vol, Taylor, :‘ajor Keedy was 
placed in a brigade with the Ist, 4th, and Sth Toxag heptment and 
through the balance of the war as the Texas Bricado, iloods 

Division, Longstreets Corps of the arny of ‘iorthern Vircinia, In. 
tne first mrt of the soring of 1863 rowers sont to Suffolk, In’ 
the seantime Grant was put in cocmand with his gan boats and army. 
He strove to drive avay and divide the Confederacy b7 tatinz and 
keeping vossession of the viiss,.diver so Loe startod a camnpaicn 

in early su:zror. i» th others, was willing to Co whitheresg-ovar 
Lee said and led. We carchod tavough Noert«ern Vircvinia, crossed 

in Maryland thence into Pennsylvania on to Gettysburg, whore, on 
the first of July our forces met the enemy west of Cattysburg and 
drove them back to the torn and Li ttle ‘ound Yop where on the 2nd my 
Comand engaged the enemy at tro o'clock >, “. and fought until 
night fall, held the field, slept on our ams that nights. After the 
hardest evenings fisht of the Ware i visited this battle field 
after.:50 years and located the Ground which is still woods and tn 
aight. An incident occurred here on the end just before we wnnt 
into tattle. I was one of the colorguard with the flag, J 
position in the front rank on tho rignt of the colors. I orided in 
position but my Cap. J, », “ilvins, wont to Col. Van H, wanning 

and said, "Col. we are poinz into battlo today, 4 vant all of cy 
non-commissioned officers with the vompanye Sand Denson to the 
Compsnye” ‘hich ordor was given ond obeyed, after that ovening'g 
battle the color boarer and ore colorguard was all that wag left 
that was not i:illed or Vounded.s ot only a hard one but one of tha 
dlood¥St ba ttlos of the war, On tre Srd we wore under fire all 

day but not actively engaged in lings of battle at the foot-of Little 
Round Ton chile Several hundered pieces of artillcry on Cometary 
Kidge opened up on the canp of the enemy on top of sound top, Just 
before Plei:ct rade his celebrated chamee After tt charge ve... 
marcied back to veretary Kidge. ‘vo or three hundred yards in our 
rear whore ta snent that night on our arms, ‘e spent the 4th of 
July on tro field honing that the enery weuld coms, but thoy: Ala not. 
AG nightfall of the 4th we archod to Jagars Town, “aryland, \iors 
We Stayed until the night of the llth «hen we marched back towardg 
Virginta ara rocrossod the fotoruc iiiver into Virrinia. On the 


_morning of the 12th we vere in -orthorn Virsinta, Drilling, rosting, 


and recruiting. until the :arly part of Sopte-rbor vhen we recelyed 
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orde:s Longstreots Corp composed of NeClellons and llood's Division 
to so to the :estern Bragg “rmy dom tin Ceorgia, So we marched to 
Potarsburg , took the train through the Carolinas to Georgia, so 

on she 18th got off the train ang marched throurh tre heat and dust 
towards Chicanugua, whore the forces of Bragg and {OSeNOraAnze were 

in tattle. Again, the morning of Saturday, the 19th of Jont., my 
Captain asked the Col. to send me back from the flag to the Vormpany. 
that evening we attacked the @memy who ambushed my Com.and, killod 
Major Reedy and killed and wounded a number of our brave boys, but 
those of us left raised the Rabel £011 and rove them before US» That 
Svonirg while resting on our arcs I learned throush “erst, Ose Hyatt 
that J. V. .illfans, a meas mate and bed rate, was lying 3cveroly 
Wounded in the head, so John Hill, another Comrade, ard I went and 
bore him to the rear to a place of snfetye. te Slept on our arns 

that nisht on the battle fleld. The next morning, “unday corning, the 
20th Just as day was damning Narlston, the Company ~essencer boy, 

or Currier, cane to me in line soke me up and said, “Col, Anning 
says for you to report to him, i:@ was lying in line at the 2ead 

of tres reginont. I reported and said, "Col, [i'm heres ic suid, 
"Dengon, go to the roar, look up the wagon train, tell Lob ust, 
Commissary Clerk, to bring my meat wagon for my men have to heve 
Bonetning to cate” I obeyed ordors by taking cy gun and vent to 

the rear, -«t least a mile or more back across Vhicanoura bree, 
found wagon yard and dust, delivered my message and hurrtod back 

to the resiment, which I found getting tnto line for an advance, *@ 
Were Soon in tus clarge, I had “y gun broke at the lock by a minne 
balle -he gun was broke but it saved ny body aa 4 wag in the act 

of tapping ny gun which I had just fired at tho enemy who wore 
Gnarsint.e .@ routod the ery, our colors fell several tines. 
Saturday the 19th and Sumay the 20th my Vol. at this point, presented 
me tith the colors. I have been on this battle Piald trice since the 
war, here ts where Gen, Jonn D, Ilood lost a loge. ifter this tettle 
we wore encampod at Chattanooga for sonetine, I did some scouting 
with scouts by permission of Vol, ~6anninzg and my Yaptain,g I tont 
with eloven otharg acrosa Lookout lountain on.to what is known now 

a3 sand -ountain, spont a day and night and on the Second day which 
Was ocunday hod a thrilling experionce ag V8, twelve in nunber, 
attacked a scouting party of the Snemy, killed one, cantured 
thirtoen, and brought them safe into CanDe After this my Cormnand 

Was Moved to the west side of Lookout ‘itn, for & fow days whore 

wehad a nisht skirnicn wlth the enemy, Larly in December Lorestreoets 
Corp vas ordered to Knoxville, -Onnessée, which place wo surrounded 
and vould have forced them to surrender had not Gen, Brace lost at 
Chicanauga and missionary iidge, @. arched from Knoxville furthor 
east, spont the winter of P63 and '64 in am around “Orpristorm and 
Svcetwater, cast Tennessee, Thia wag ore of ths coldest vintors ¢ 


he rare bout april of '64 took Up our march base to Virginia ond 


after a tiresone and weary march, footsore end ragged, we wore wolcomoed 
by the noble ladiog of Charlottsville, Virginia, Yofferson's old home 
torn. liore wa 60 now clothing witch vag muUCh needod, 0 cranced 
brigade comcanders, General Roberson, familiarly known and called 

by the boys of the Toxas Brigade ‘Old Billy", was rellevod of tue 


Command of the Brigade und Gene Judge Greaa, of 4exos, was placed in 
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command of the brigade. We commenced to drill ani get ready for the 
spring canpaigne Gen. wv. 3, Urant was made the commander of the 
Pedernl forces, Our much beloved Xobert E, Lee was in command of 
the Confoderatoa of Morthern Virginia, ‘the arntes of the two 
gonerals met in tha country known as the wilderness on the 4th and 
Sth ofunaye. On the Sth of Uay the battle was severo. uy | 
longatretts Corps was many males away at Gordonsville but by 

force march the night of the Sth we arrived on the battle fleld 

just as two fivistons of our best troopa were surprised in the 

oarly morning of the 6th and almost routed, Just as my brigade, ; 

the texas, and the Senrings Georgia Oriende cane marohirg up on the 
plank roade Here is where Gen, ee atte:mted to lead the iexas 
Urigade into battle. ‘The brave boys cried, "Lee to the rear, and ve 
go to the front." ishen Can, Herding of thea lst ‘Voxas erinment lead 
Lee's horse to the roar amd wo did go to the front and force the 
onomy back but we lost more than half of our drave voys, killed end 
woundede ‘@ wont in, that is, ny, the rd Arkansas ‘epiment, with 

17 officers and cama out with five and men lost in proportion, Col, 
Nanning wounded, Lieut. Col. iaylor wounded, and my beloved Vapt. 

J, . “ilving, now major, was killed. ilfs last words to mé aftor 

the first charge, "Denson, I'm slad to see you horo,! the noxt 

Charge which vag soon, he was killod, hat dey was a sad day for 

us when our lines hed been advanced and we were arrunging to delve 
Grant, Gen. Longstreet, Gen. Jenkins, of S, “erolina, with sane of 
their staff were reconertsring our own men tee mistook then for the 
enomy and fired on tha, killing Gen. Jenkins, brigadier sereral, and 
Soverely wounding Liout. Jen, Longstrect. ‘this caused US to check and 
halt for the ovening, at night we held the field and Slept on our 
arms . On the 7th, 8th, and Sth, Grant, falling to break chrournh our 
lines kept moving towards Spotaylvania Court House where on tre 10th 
another bloody battle. But Grant foiled to break throurh ou- lires, 
Lato in the evening of thelOth cho Gnemy assaulted my bricede, coying, 





No wuarter, they were repulsed with great loss but I was vWounded tn 
the ear and hoad ani had to RO to tho rear to hospital where + <ng 
for 40 days, tho Il wag not able for duty I asked the doctor to let 
me join my regiment, which I~ did in the ditches of Petersburg, 
Later we were ordered to the north side of James River. .6 were in 
several skirmisnes and on the 7th of October wo fousht a bloody 
battle. Gone Gregg was killed and [I wort under the shots of Tle, 
secoing the worst I was ever under, buck to the rennant of my 
regiment. Leaving a number of my Corirades who were ta'ren orisonors. 
In the nuabor was Cap. Gill siurtin who commanded the rizht wing of 
tho resiment and I wag Ordorly Sergt. for his division, Just tefors 
this battlo seven or olsht miles out from ‘‘ichnond, we were attacked 
by nogroes, those of thom that werd’ not killed were repulscd and 
drivon back but that day we were attacked by an ovorvhelmine nunber 
25,000 against 2500, “wo held them all day until late in ‘the ovening 
we got soue reinforcements. -From this time on there was more or lesa 
fighting, Grant trying to, break throuch our. lines ts iichmond and 
Petorsburg but he failed, but what he could not do by assault ho 
succoeded {n doing as he had so many more mon than wa, moved south 
toward Weldon, N.C. and tanned the railroad leaving us only ona 
railroad south, so on the 2nd of “pril we left “ichnond marching 
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toward Appomattox Court House, fighting in the day and rarching at 
nicht, On the .orning of the 9th of april Lee found Gon, -honas 
hed come in on his front and Grant in our rear, iis calvary on the 
flonits thus avurrounded ou beloved comrander Robort Le. Lee, as + 
bellave tre createst penorel of the continent, surrondorod us 

that day. lesatd, I heard him, “Men, I have surrendered you and 
you will be permitted to return home and remain un-molested until 
oxchanzed am if ever oxckanged I om ready and willing to lead you 
agein.” “y regiment at the surrender was cormanded by ante 

A. “. Jones of Company 8, wnoss home was, ard still s , at ihree 
Creeks, in Unton County, Arkansas, io ts still living. He is the 
first man that ever called on me for public prayor, In 1064 about 
August, eight miles east of Kichmord where we fought negroes, ny 
Conoany K was cormanded by Capt. 9. W. Norris, I was his Crderly 
Sergt. Te. P. Brower simed ny parole, which I still huvo. Capt... 
Jones said to the boys of the kegiment, Grd Arkansas, >You can 
remain together under my comiand and we will go back to ALciimond 

and down the Jaces to rortress Jonroe around iew Yrieans and thence 
up the -ississinpl River and out to your sevoral hores or go at will 
on your om motion.” I chose to be ea my om and goneral and bdcss 
so on ths morning of tne 13th of April, 1865 more than a thousand 
miles from hocs and loved ones, without uoney or rations, in conmvarny 
with one comrade, ‘Llliem ti, 3ell of -issisalpni, wa otd furovell 

to Appomattox Vourt Mousa and tno boys of '61 to '65 ound tool uo 

our line of «arch first for Danville, Ya., ninety miles away, waiich we 
reached the third evening just in time to bo too lata to catch a 
train for Greensboro, N. Ce, whore we oissed Johnson's army that 
surrondered on the 2Gth of Anril at Uharollott, Ne Ye. “a passed Pres, 
Davis and ix-fovernor Lubbock of Texas, who wags with Vavis, hero in 
person, Davis, at the request of Lubbock, examined my narole,. ‘ha 
first and perhaps the last one from the army of “orthern Vircinta. “a 
rode vhen we could and walked when wo cculdn't ride and somewiere in 
Georgia fell in company with Jim rip of 16th +“Lagissippi weriment,. 
He wag olive a few years ago in iiinds County, Misse «a three rode 
@rom Atlanta, Ceorgia cn the train to \est Point, Ya., where we 
crossed the river, held a council of war, walked 87 nilea to 
Nontconery, Ala, whore wa entered into the sederal linose I iad 
copied the terns of agrecment between Grant and “ee, relative to 
transportation for oarolled soldions of the army of northern 
Virginia and had it vith ma, it sald we should have transportation 
on Voderal and Confederate transportation linese On our way lhote 

we reached tiontgomery, Ala., about twelve o'clock on the third day 
footsore and tungrye «6 loft on tho Podoral transport dotm the 
Alabama River about sundown that evening and reachod Jelma, Ala, 
before day the next morning. Learning the next morning that my 
beloved old cantain, J. “. wilkins-wife and baby were living in 
Solna I visited then a few minutes, [ talkod with his sad hearted 





‘widow, «hen I got back to Uell and Trip thoy were in comvany with 


Gousins of «labama, who was on Gene =, li, “aw's staff at the attle 
of Gettysburg, and on the evening of: the Srd of July after Picket's 
Charge cane to my comand at the foot of Little sound Top and 
pilotod us out into the open end told us wo were orderad to form 

on and hold vcmetery Ridge, Ho, Cousins, accompanied Sell, ‘rip 
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and myself to the tor limita of Solma, “la, and bid us farewell. 
I mot him some 30 yoars aftorwanrds at Eoustonm, +exas at a Reunion of 
Soldiers, I recognized hin and spoke to him, From 3elma we made 
forced march, ten miles, caught a train for Dempolis, took boat for 
Seven milos on the Tonbigb3ze Rivar, connodted with a train at 
Koridion, Misa. slept on tho train at nicht, Cen, Dick taylors 
command of Confoderates was at ieridlan when ve passed. hey 
Burrendered on ny 6. 3ell amt I got off at l'orton, “1s3,. and 
walked 19 milos to his hore at Good “ope, Leak County, “iss. 
Arriving there at nicht the 4th of “ay, having traveled a thousand 
miles riding sone six hudred am walking the rest, I visited 
kinfolkxa tn Leak County, ~cott, and uankin County, worked sctie in 
tho winat fields ard on the aorning of June 19, sith a sult of nex 
Clean clothes, fifty cents in siivor, in company with Jeli, I lert 
Uncle am Aunt and a very dear cousin, Uelen Bell, and rods horsoback 
to ..orton, eighteen or ntnoteon -tles, where Bell left me and £ took 
a train for Jac'cson, “Lssissippl. Cefore Will Bell lert me at -.orton 
I said, "5111, I wish I had one comrade with mée" Ife said, "You 
won't so far before yor meot sors fool,” ard when I went abroad the 
train a little after trelve o'clock I mat Ry ut, doberts end’B, ", 
simpson of KM Vormany and A, soya of Company D of my rorinent ard ag 
they had no provisions and did not try to get any at Vicksburg while 
I was trying to zet tronsportation for four of us uo the ..iss, i:iver 
on Harricon Deck to Gaines Lundinz, I tad to divide my rations vith 
pos then and whan wo landed on the arttansag side about ono hour Oy Sin the 
Oovening of June 21, wo had one biscult Qpiece, the last day, the 22rd 
of June, + marched on foot fifty milos ond met stenfather and Joa 
Ealdy, a half brother, that oveninge I met ny very doesn old mother 
who came horseback, ‘he rext day + sot into nay hone a little aftor 
dark the 22nd of June, 1865. utet ny brothers Ne --» Denson and fy b, 
Denson and Umniley Derzon, and Casendrie Denson, ay tro sLetera, and 
the nezroes [ had left the Zlst of vay 1661. ‘he next soPni ne © pent 
horgobac three miles to aunt Franke Daniels near Fountain ii{1l, che 
lost tro sona, bt. \. Deniol at vherpsburg, Lepte 17, 16G2 ard dvegsia 
on tho 7th of Octe, 1964, on the skirmish linc east of -Lchrond and 
as I nad holned to bury Jogsie in the Rockies: in tho edve of ichuond 
I visited her to tell nor about her boys, Aftor a Short talic and stay 
With her 1 went noxt to the we 4. “uring home, tho fathor of py first 
beloved wife, Liss P, A, RX. Hucies, who wag vory 3ick in ded aad Hut 
my visit hone sor, I lmow it dig me. Late in tho evoring that day f 
rode back horee As it vas too late to Scart @ crop amt a3 all I hag 
Was a sound body, activa mind, und burhing dosira to do 3sorethine and 
be somebody, I con::onced to Gust about and consult with ay oldest 
brother, iu, .. Denson, what to do firote ity oldest brother wag a rood 
senaidle man but health Gone he was a physical wreck. icy two sistars 
and younger brother nust be carad for, Lf wanted to So ta schcol but 
I could rot as I had to worl day and sometines night for food whitle 
my Sistors spun amd rove clothes, ~o T got a tean of. slog from a 
neishbor, 4, L. Dolcher, putting my services arairst the team end 
started out with four auics ad an old wagon tmt had the misfortune 
to breale down nearly evory trin, “y first trip out with tean and 
wagon 1 started vith twonty bushels of wheat to a wheat mi121 on Saline 
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River thirty miles from Fountain Hill and four miles from “‘arren, 
owned by Uncle Sam Turner, I fot about four miles from home and 
stalled. Your biz mlos, twenty bushels of wheat, had to be 
unloaiod amt reloaded by myself. I am'glad I was a ohristian boy 
then, but I soon zot those mules so whem they started up a n1ll 

and L said "Hold" thoy kept pulling until they got to the top of 

the hill, sol could lreap un a livoly whistle. I. am still a 
whistlor vhen {Lt goes tell ond I have nobody to talk to. : suved 
enousn money from my hard sarnings of the latter nart of '65 to assist 
in launching a cron with my oldest brother as vartnor and =y younger 
brother ag a helner. Un the farm with the nronise from my older 


‘brother and mysolf to RY youngest brother that he should BO to school 


next year, 1867. ‘The newroos all loft aodout Christmas; 1865 2nd none 
but the whites, threa brothers and two sisters as funtly. ity oldest 
brother, 4, E, Denson, ny partner, was so impaired in hnaalth oy 
Sorofula it was with preat pain he worked. But the neble snirited 
boy ne vas, struggled on working by day and suffering at nicht, 
Negroes belne free ani ay other, by the mismanarement of my stope 
father, P, H, Ualdy, was left without a home of her orm erd ag 
brother and I had rented the iiarrig place on “lat Creck, two and: 

a half mtles north of our nome, vhich had a house on {£, re lot _ 
mothes and fumtly of three snall caildren, two boys, Udvard and Joe 
and one girl wlth stepfather, P, i, “aldy, «hon at home, occupy the 
housc, <0 brother and I wor'red in the field and sisters kent house 
at ‘Nome rhile motier kept house with her children and woried day 

and mrts of night. Brothor and i in our poverty, by Goi's Brace, 
with zoal and determination did our best and succeeded in cundlying 
food for all, ‘hile ve cultivated the cron on the last dsy of cay 
we hed a fine nrospect for a crop and were hanny and creerful 29 
could be undor the circumstances, Jut on ths nicht of June 1, chere 
Cene a storm arnd~ of wind, rain and hail, that cavsed atout heart, 
to alrost doubt. Tho morning of the end of June being -aturdey then 
Ww8 looked out on the hore on the sroek as brother Luther and I Scent 
the night at mothers, so we could zo to work early in the “Onl oe, 
to our sorrow and dismay when we looked out the water wag running 
over tie drop from tro to five feat deen. So early in the morning, 
on foot, brethor Luthor and I Started for our little home Sue uid a 
helf Ales south, where our oldest brother, Norfleet had fone th 
night before to stey with sisters, naving carriod the slors vith nim 
Calculating to commence to lay by nine acres of nice nL1ll corn, 
honday orning when orother futher ard £ sot in about a mile of our 
home and saw son trees anrooted by the vind ard storm, L sania to 
brother, "here has veen a 3torm here,’ «6 walked on and -qon met 
older brothor coning Diding a mule, he called and said, "Are all 
alive?" “e answored, "Yes, but the water over the crop, its Said, 
"She vind and hail ha3 wrecked our Home and destroyed the crop.” 


Kyery house ant cabin on tho place save the dwelline ras unroofcd 


or partly co, but vien brotier Luthor and I reached hone, a2tor 
erecting sistors and looking around a few minutes, re startod 
streichtening uv ani ro-buildins wrecized houses and fences, \e 
worked until just before aundowne [ aaid to brothor, futher, who 
woa@ cy partner in the repair wore, "Lot's fo up to the house and 
Clean up our persons, put on the beat clothes we have and start out, 
One gO east and the other west." I went abdout a half a mile to my 
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ndaroat noighbora house, Hr. NoPhail. The old man was away from 
home and tne water on the creek so high he could not fot home for 
several hours, iils two girla, fino portly looking young ladios, nad 
been working all day as brother ani I nad, maxing rovairs and trying 
£9 save wiut wos left. Uo we atrugsled on and nede a fair cro” but 
my oldest vbrotnor who had worked in pain by day ant doctared and 
sufforsd by night, after the crop was layod by had to zive up and 
Som-aice to think about gotng to lew Yrlenns to Dp. Stamo for 
troutmente A neiehbor by the nane of 0, ?, Lowery undertock to 
raise money to defray his expenses and was Succoeding nicoly but ny 
noole hearted brother gave the monoy back with thanks and sald, 

"I will walt." And in Octobde: younger brother and £ fot out tro 
balos of cotton, nad it ginned; put it ona wagon and my oldest 
brotrer ani I left for a point on the “iss. diver fifty miles away 
whore we ailoped it to Hawthorne and lartin throush Cant. Till 
“artin of war fame, who when he saw me fitty yards away said, 

"Qld fellow, if I tad kmown once wnat I know now [I would have 

gore too.’ ‘that cotton sold for 365g a pourd and we naid the 
Government S37 a pound revenue witer wag unconstitutional, which 
money mey ere still due re ani ‘ought to naye Vie bousht flour | 
at vlt.50 a barrel, 3} barrel of Sugar, 15 lbs, of coffee, got 

v75.00 in mnonoy amd comnenced arranging on our return nome to cot 
Older brether off to sew Urleang to “ye Stone. Later in hovember, 

I wont cece to Unies on norsevack and zot the bal-naa of the returng 
on tho cotton, ..46.00, a3 well as I renomber. I thine I ourpht to 
Stop here and give another bit of history that affected my life very 
mate: Lally, I wanted to £0 to scnool and prepare myself for life's 





‘battlo, I thousht £t over und arayod over it, I falt {t to be my 


duty to talo care of uy sisters and keep the oromise orotiner and + 
had cade to our youn-er brotver to send him to school next yoar, which 
I did. But now, oldsost brotrar was disabled by disease and Sy a 
God's loving providence an left to work and Srapole with nroblems 
and as I decided at sppomattox in anril '65 to trugt Cod and ro 
ancade So I prayed and lecided trio best thing for me to do waa to 
marrye 4+ knew who in heart i loved best Dut + had never told ner S06 
che didnot live sore than two and a half miles away‘but Lant down 
and wrote the tru sentiments of my heart, telling her if it wag 
recriprocatod to answor, if net, to return xy letter and Wwe rould 
still te friends, I sert that letter by hand and looked and honed 


- for the roply, or the return letter, it naver cane ao findlity a 


Stout heart had to yeild and so on vaturday night of the 18th op 
August, 1S66 after preaching at blat ‘reak Church, I asked ‘\iieg 
Robecca ilushes if I could fave the honor aml pleasure of her 

Cotipsany home. che granted tie request, oh, fated nicht never to be 
forgotten, I told her I loved her ord had loved her for years nnd 
asked her if she could love Me che said, "I think so.” Rut 2 crow 
bold as we walked in the moonlizht I sald, "De you love mo?" ‘In hop 


modest, resurved way, she said, "Yos," I seid, “111 vou be mine 


for life?" She said '‘Yese? ‘then [ said, "I have nothing but a 
heart lo love and a hand to protect, to f£ferg" "Efsyou will accect 


they will be yours." She accented and I said, "Now Yet us keen this 
“Becrot and don't listen to 08sip or reports from others and ‘f 
anything comes to Four ears or mino lot us not believe it until 


We 8C@ cach other.’ ‘hough it was two and a half miles from hor 
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Pa's home and ~ine and this was Aurust the 18th and we aid not 

marry until Deconber 27, I visited her but trice in hor home 

and she xopt it secret. In Novesber after Brothor Luther and 

I had pathersd most of the crop and I had agreed to go into 
copartnership with Xe Le BSaloher, hire three negroes and farm 

in 1867, I wont with my brother, ii, E. Venaon to wary Saline, 

28 milosg on the Ouachita River ina buggye “oO spont the nicht 
togother in the old warchouse, a stormy nicht on the bark or the 
Ouachita River, the water all around us. fle took the boat the 

noxt diy for ‘iew Orleans hoping to be benefited by Dr. Stona's 
treatmonte I bid him farewell next morning, hitched the mule to _ 
the borrowed turgy, the buggey belonged to lr. Uuches, my anticitnatod 
fatner-inelaw, the mule belonged to ay future partner, ir. Jeolcher, 
[ started for home, ‘ihe rains had caused the creoks to risc to overe 
flowing and but few bridzes were left hen about 12 miles from 

hone I drove into a creek that vas swi ming and very swift. ‘hon 
about 12 niles fiom hame I drove into a ecre:k that ws swimnineg and 
very swift. nen about tho midilo * saw my mistak3 «nl triei to Ff 
reipntmy mule and bugcy upgstreaa but he wes force1d down str. an by, 
the stronz cur ent and soon mile and bursy went und » a latre lo 
across the stream. As tne mule an: Ducy wenc under the Io- £ nade 
a lovp ani landed on top of the bg. Got to my feet Just as tie 

mule rode on the lower side of the lor, without takin: tl:e to “urdly 
tiink, I pulled off my coat an plungei in, boots :nd Clothins: minus 
the coat 1 .fton top of tho log. I swam to the mule witch “aed, @ Cried 
botion in cic send of tho cracks + tool ho‘ 4 of the cheek of t'a 
bridle on the mule, took my knife out of my p°ckat with tho ot uier nand , 
cub tio Sells band and hase 8trlin3, loosed ti... lines, led the male 
out of tie overflow batk on the sido from nencoe t entered, lovin the 
burcy and liarness in midstrerm, I hitched the mule to the correr of t- 
fence nearby and started daci up the rond tora-ds Jud-e Jin Pussies 
ina trot. I s-on found out 4 needel dry cloves us tne wind w 4 
blowing a gale fvom the north as L. hat begun to fal of f shat 
Novemoer evenin;, Stonpoed a . a country store selon-ins to 

aD, Puci, un army comrade, and run b7 hia brother Dar Puri und 

Den fave me Sone of Joints old Clotiies that were in tie store to 

pu- on wile mine Lunes oul to drvin the Sunshine. I tala fo 
dollues in gr ensacks: in my poccot. we died cnas and tn compieny 
With Juig Pura ant Dany W@ Wont dnele and -ot “19 mule. Tie; 

took me tn and lodged me for the nisnve “he ext sarning vulsa 

Puzi. weet with oe, ani nelnel me to get my bussy out, viend ny ape 
ness, ond stert se on ay joursey, rojo cine. Leraent oy Wheve Lisg 
Becky lived, lof: the bugsy, and rodo whe mule in “Omi, thowt: a 

day late. ‘i:s “ocky told mo late: of harp-anxiety that day. ‘ell, 
a3 agreed on «uy “Lsg Pecky iiuthes and I on ta ni.-at of Decomsbec 
e7tr, Wo Were married, Wo were ta navd an i:fair dinner the rext . 
day at my homo but tha. night Jos Guice, a nogro bo: of that noirhe 
borhood, stole Jin, the notod mule, snidloe and Drille, and left for 
Qthor par gs. Avout an sour b: tne gun, the next MOUNL-: ty. wren my 
nalf-broth.y Ed Baldy, wo was to bring horse ani mule fon ‘ils 

Bec<y and Il to ride ‘one and eat infair din-er, ha came vic: ‘ones 
minus the mule and ny suspicio: was srousod. & sali to Miss Beelcy, 
tO0u stay oro at your Pats and 4 vill GO 1 s-arch for the mula. 
After piding sever 1 ous an@ severnl miles - nd ge. tne frt nis 

te go in d:lreront directiona, I sot on hot trail about 12 nmilog 
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in 4 nll 8 of sionticolle, I saweith bridle and saddlo litched to 
palings in front of Brother Re *. oyal’s house, the negro atanding 
between the house and gate. “e, the megre atanding between the 
house and the gate. ile, the nogro, wa in the act of trailing the 
mule to a ur. Greenlee, for na horse ard »20.00 toe boot, so I toole 
canree of the regro and mule and in order to mike the rerro ge ure 
I ticd nis arms so they vould hang limp by ois sides ani put him on 
my horsa, and L rode the mulo, which hod a gooi siddle, a bet er 
ardale zi:aa the hoarse, and as 41 dosirod to sot back whers «tis Becky 
was, aS Oarly as possible, £ let the nogro ride 1L.stend or aaxing 
hia walke it was very cold. The sun gs. one uni'tl just beforo sun} 
wet, whion it clouded up :nd bogan Lo sleot ani show, 4 went by ir. 
Bonsons to let nis son Portor, wo had gone to Lonzvlew, ten m!ilos 
on the Salino River, to loox for che mulo, a:.d to let nin know 4 
nad the mule and thief and vas going back to wife's house. .I was 
riding head up and in good spirits. It was now right and snow 
falling fast, just north of Fountain Hill about tro milos from ir, 
Hughes I looxed around ami to my surprise and dismay old John, the 
horse ths negro was riding, was pacing along without a ridor, Just 
before tmt moment was the last tine 1 «vor say Yohn Uuice, tho 

I hunted that night and the next norning with dogs and double barril 
shot gune So the next morning iiss Becky and [I rode hors thrournh 
a blinding snow storm to start life together, I ata my first scal 
at home about throe P. +e on tha Sth of dec, 1867. After w& fow 
days stay at home I left aster tasandrie and Untloy and brother 
R,. L. Dcnson on the little home, my older brother boing in iow 
Orleans, urd took my wife sone two alles north to the farm whero 
the negroes werée ihat was an eventful yoor filled with thrilling 
and cventful experiences, About the first of wtarch my brother cane 
home to dle. Oh how we did love him and how he did love us, “Vy 
dear youn; vife and I wWtn the noxroes went to tre nome piace to 
work the 135th day of tlarch and planted some corn but in the aftor- 
noon it clouded up and began to snow. I had the negroes to load 
the wagon with corn ami start for the othor farm and I lingorod 
behind to talk with my brothor. A runner camo and said the wagon 
load of corn had bogged dovn, [ bid my dear brother goodby and 
went to to assistance of the nogroese I want on hone to wierea ny 
dear vife was. Just one wece from that day, viarch 20, ny mother's 
birthday, a runner, or ressen;or, came and said, "Come quickly, 
your brothor can't live long." i went posts haste, my wifes to come 
lator on horseback, but vhen [I reached him his spirit had rors to 
God who save Lt. I strove on throusn trials and @ifficultios end 
poverty with my precious wife, a great deal of the tine sick, but 
never murmered or comlainecd, and nde a crop and camo out in dant, 
moved back to my little home, let the nesrocs fo rho oved <0 for 
provisions more than Ll owed. I gave my sisters and brothor all that 
belonged to my older brotrear. Our first babe, Helen Luenes..Donson 
was born Soptember 256 So early in 1868 wife, babe, ard I moved 
back hoze in the nouse with sistors and brother but soon ny 
youngest sistor, imilloy, sickened ani died. Soon afterwards steve 
fathor died and loft mother and three children, half brothers ond 
Sisters. I did the best thing undor tho circumstances, I took 

them to my house@,.ani shored roof and bread with then, Throe —i%%- 
fanilies under one roof ani if there was ever a hurd feocling’® °°" 
between cry dear ola nother and sweet nrocious wife I nevor knew 


ite Uy brother and [ sade a good crop that year and «ot a food 
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from home, About 10 alles south of “Vonticello, + went on until wtthe 
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price for ite The next year I got a house for mother md children, 
furnished tcame der boys and brothor and [I worked through, thou 
we had soparate crops. The next year boing §70 I rat the home for 
here. Urotner and siator lived with thom. Thoy made a good crop 
and got a good price fem ami were self sustained. Lut it was a gad 
yoar for my dear wife and I who were alone in the home ab-tnsde< 

and at firat, oh, so happy but in July just as I cot a bursy go 

we could go tosether, sweet little Carrie Bell Denson, who was born 
August 28, 1869, took sick with colorlo-infantum and a woeks 
suffering, on the 2lst of July dies. Then again in Ostobvor our 
dear three year old, Holen Denson, on the 18th of October died and 
eg we walked from the graveyard ny deur wife loaning on ny arm, aD! 
how sad we were when we reached our hone, childless. The first 


thing vo done was to kneel down and pray to our Cod ard iather, 


Next February 2, 1871, our dear boy, i. *. Denson, was born, «hich 
brouwit now life and care to our hoarts and home. '71, '72 and '73 
was soent on our little farm west of Fountain Prairie. On June 1, 
1875 anothor baby girl was born. ‘imma Uradford Denson. In the fall 
of '735 I sold the little farm to tiichard Lock on crodit and moved 
to. «. Stinson's farm four miles northrest near the county line 
between Ashley and vrew. I farmed in 1874 with %. u. utinsam 
helping to repair fences and for rent. '74 was a very dry year and 

a short crop that fall, ur. stinson -arriod “igs Till Dean and ties 
lives '75 with her -arents on ware Louse. I remted Stinson's farm, 
My wife's youngest brother, “att i. Sugies, a good boy, worted with 
POe «6 made a good crop. ‘that winter + moved to my father-tnelaw's 
place, one and one half miles south of Fountain Hill, as fathorein- 
law moved with his family to the “is3isslon£ Aiver at Luna Land ney» 

1 made repairs on the vlace for rent in 1876. in 1875 Plat Ureek Clue 
my old church, licensed me to nreach and itade avoointnent for me to 
preach, but oh, how it did rain that nigit, so 4 did not oreach that 
nignt. he made another apnointrent and + preached uy first sermon | 
at Flat creek Church in 1876. My text, "ho Math dolteved our cenort® 
Isiah 55:1. '76 was election year and = was Central vormittoaman 
from “hite Township. I mado a sood cron that year and mado some 
collections on place, sold to Lock, but not ecnourh to Bet away to 
Texas, so I went in the latter nart of the summer to “radley Vounty 
and as my wifo had one sistor, ary i. “ack, vhon she loved vory decrli- 
living in .arren, I spent the nignt tsa in her hone and tallrod to her 
and her husband, «. *, Lack, relative to future plans and agroed to 
move on the tract of lami bought by iti, “ack, from ale. Lt bournt 
half interest in said nlace located two and a half miles goutnuvest 

of \arren on the “iddle Mioro hoad.e “ovod on the place in t:ovonber, 
1876 and made my first crop in Jradloy vounty in 1877, assisted by 
John Lock and Hen vice, white boys,. paid them wages, ‘se “nde a good 
crop but my, how we did work, ‘that year I preached a fow sermons ag 

@ licenssted and in the neantime I had Joined with my wife in th 
Warren Dantist Churches Bro. +. £. “oran was tho preacher, te was 

@ groat preacher. to advised me to wait until some -church called for 
my ordination before I acconted ordination, which 4+ did,  \. &, Paxten 
& great man and preacher, followed .ioran in the oastorato of the > 
“arren Vhurche In iUay 1878 u. L. Gardner visited me and told me that 
Smyrna Church, aituated in the southern part of Yradloy County, wanted 
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me to preach for them. Just before this time Lucy Tughes Dengon 


was born, /pril 11, 1878, so now I had a wife tried and true and thre 
children denending on me for support. I was poor in this worlds sood 
limited 1n cducation and bible knorlodge, and a burden on my hoad, 
woe unto me 1f I preach mot the gospel, In '75 my mother, who wag 

a erceat blble student, died. In !76 my Sister Casandrio Vengon 

Bull died leaving one little girl, Lena Bull cneed. Soon throuch 

Je Be Scaroy'’s influence Enon Church of Vloveland County across the 
rivor from .arren callod re to oroach for thom, Smyrna, b; 
resolution in conference, asked the ' arren Baptist Church to set 

me apart to the fll cossel ministery so the i.arreh Church in 
conforence took the matter up for considoration and called or ; 
invited a Presbytery of ministers, consisting of if, Y, Lorgan, J, 3, 
Searcy, Solomon Gardner, andl. &, Paxton, the nastor, to mest at 

the Sop tigt Chureh in warren on the Sunday (13t) in Soptorber, 1878 
to ordain N, C. Denson to the f111 Work of the ministery, So when 
morning tace and I arsived \\. E, Paxton and Solomen Gardror, vith 

the church with all members of the council invited, nresent, but they 
organized and proceeded with the oxanination and ordination, Just 
hero I think fs in place to record that Jeu, “isstn, a .Btaodist 
Uinister, vho was at =™y Mother's bedside just before she vent TOE» 
to glory, and ecard her say to my, “Son, if you feel you have a work 
to do, don't resist," ile, “iggin, was at the ordination servico, I 
wes soon preaching every sunday and worlkine six days on the fern durin 
the week. I kopt this Up edout fifteen yoarg. In tho Teantire 
buildizz ce a confortable hore one and three fourtha milog southiest 
of .arren, vhore my family «nd 4 lived nanny. Here, one dey I sav oF 
dear wifo standing by ny badside, woeoitng, and Said, "I knew Lt would 
Come to this someday but I didn't think so quick." I wag sick tn bed, 
not coasting, but because Lt Was trues vermit ne to say for forty 
years throuch Goil's -oodnosa to me I had not bocn in bod a weok ata 
tine, so by Mls Grace I wag Soon up and goinge One day i sald, 

"1fe, I an poing to quit workinz free nezroes." She said, "tr wh V1 
belicve it shen I sea it.” f said, “If you live you will See 1th» 
Again one dey I said, “ife, I'a going to quit ratsin- eotton, ™ 

Sno said, "I will believe tt when i sco 1t.e"i said, “If you liva you 
will soo it,” liore, I loft my three children all tin bed with measles 
and rode horseback 25 nileg and nreached, leaving no ono but dear 
beloved, consecrated wife with them and Ged, who I served in ay soiett 
and body, knows I love thon all. after preaching Saturday I wont 
with We i, Carringor home, ate Supper and ho and { rodo five milea to 
see Bro, J, &, Gillis, ho ts still alf9, who waa sick on iis death bed. 
We spent the night. In the nisht ho, Gillis, had his wife wate up 

and told her to ret his pockotbook, a larre leathor pocketbook hae 

kept notes and papers in, Ifa took from it a nota agiuin-t J, Ly -.aek 
With Je it, S. ticck ag security, for 655.00, nut Lt under his nLllow 
and said to 9. "Nake ma renenber in the norning what I an talcing 
tontent.” So the next morning, 1, at the Sugtostion ¢ “Urohy who 

Was presont that night, is Stap-son-in-law, Spoke to-his wife about 

e So she said, “ip, Gillis, ‘do you want mo’ to Bive Bro. Yonson that 

note?" ‘Ne said, "No, give it to no." ig took Lt and sat up in bod 
and put the othor hand on my head, in tha prosonce of hits wife and 

God towitnoss, und said, "You have been tho best friend I have evor 
had." I said, Bro, Gillis, I foar you approctate me too much." He 
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said, "Not to you but to the Lord.” He was the grandfather of !irg, 
Hollie <orring, who with his wife hofred the estate, I got overy 
dollar of that 665.00 and ny house in warren ia the fruit of {t 

I bade hina goodby that corning, nevor saw hin any more as he diad 
eight days later, I never know £t until ke was dead ard burried, 

I went from his hous@ that morning, -unday, to Concord Church, vhore 
his ae@sborship was, and proached. Cot dinrer on to Wa7e vont five 
aitos to Union Nall Church, preached at three ofclock “. i., rode 
hone, arriving about 9 ?, ul, tired in body and mind, Met oy 

beloved partner ard consecrated wife watching with those dear . 
children whom God cared for in my absence and nermitted aa to find 
improvinez,. O:, the foodness ard merey of my God and Father, 

blessed be Is name forever, about this tine the Sartholomew 
‘asociation met at Lake Village, Broe Yolocean Gardrer and I went 
throuch the country ina bugcy, ho furnishing the bucgy and ne the 
horses, from warren to Lake Village, It vas while at Lake Villace 
at the veoting I heard Dro, Je %¢ -00ds say as the letters fron the 
churcies were being read, "Soe, he has baptized more than ail of we.? 
I served one church, Cbenezer, five and one half years miles wept of 
warren, twelve years without internisston, [I was pastor at \erren 
twice, first for six yoars ani then in mission work three years, 

Then by earnest request of the -arron Church £ served them five vearg 
mora, aking in all eleven yoars, for half time, During this tire I 
was elected :woderator of my Sartholonew “ssoctation and then without 
intersission for eight years or nine I wag moderator. I have served 
Since that tine, twice I think, as moderator, Lf was twenty odd vearg 
on the state Ligsion coard, Elected in January, 1397 Vhaplain of t a 
House of iepresentatives, Served four months again in 1905. ‘Thon 
again in 1905 vas elected State Chaplain of the State Scnete, scrved 
four montis, kept up ny vork up and down the irq “ountatn latlroad 
and missed only four roll calla in four months, [ Nave a sold ‘eaded 
cand-as ao token of their appreciation, I have been alastonary of 

the sssociation for txo yeors and the -tate "oard 4 nunber of yours, 
Have orgardized ‘itlear Churoh and saw building built, Ursanized church 
at Crossett anda building erected, organized a church at Vermott, 
done Solicitirs, Plannin, and having house built, ond nroached for 
them eizht ycars, Orgenized churches at “ontrose and NcGehag also 
Morrell. Keorgenized churen st bollings and helped organize apirangag 
City and Blissville, . Rreached at Fortland @loven years. coven years 
the first time and saw a house built 3 then after four yoars vont 

and preachod four years more. Unave beor twice vica-president of the 
Arkansas Paptist State Convention and em at oresent vice-prosidcnt, 
Preached four years at tianburg, have breached for the last 5g years 
in southoast Arkansas, baptized hundreds, rarried hundreds of counles, 
and helped to burry great numbers, .Hold two meotings in Texas and 
one in HWississinni, and though an row past 75 yoars of age, thanics 

be to God, an still activa in his servica, after the death of my 

two swoct childron in 1870 thore vas not a death in ny famtly for 

28 yoors. io raised threa children to be Grown and now married, 

In 1892 ny beloved rife had a half sister to die leaving two little 
orphan boys, Leloester, nearly fivo yoors old, and Dixia Nannibal, 
nearly three yeara Old, vithout hones or visible meang of SuDporte 

We took then into the home April 11, 1892 ana shared bread and 
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shelter with trem for twelve years. Both are still living and narrded. 
Loicoster Hannibal and wife in Los Angelas, Californis and Dixte 
Hannibal and wife in Batesville, srkcnsas as Nailroad Agent, and has 
beon hailroad agent witn goal salary since bofore he was gixteen years 
of age. IL had a creat desire to cive my children better educatlonal 
advantazes than i had. I[ sent Lillie to Ouachita College one scssion 
and he scomed to think that the world would come to an end without hin 
gaining distinction if he didn't work, You can't about a boy. tllte 
is a grand boy and the world about him knows he ts living in it. Us 
has a noble, truo wife in tho porson of Fay ilson Denson and two sweet 
precious boys, all the grendchildren I have of my omme ‘The healta of 
my precious wife, Rabecca liuches Denson, began to fail sone tro or thre 
yearsdvefore the end came and early in January of 1897 when I vag 
elected Chaplain of the House of cepresentatives, I started isma Densor 
Cloueants back to Ouachita, She went in "$6 amd this was her socondg yes 
in colicgo. ‘the next year we started baby girl, Lucy Denson “uniosl, 
She ertored Sopte 1397 and when she cene home in June 1698 her motner, 
the idol of all our hearts, was failing rapidly in nealth. 'o all 
showed her every attention and kirdress, How precious the memories of 
her, still, though eighteen years have coce and mone, but on the 13th 
of sugust, 1898, about three P. %e one of tie deares$ and sweetest 
lives went oute "She rests from he: labors and her works do follow 
her,’ ciweet one, rest On, Someduy we shall meet “here narting will be 
mo mores <“o in september Lucy went back to Ouachita erd Luoma tre big 
girl with the Rig warm heart kept house doing ner best and that was wel: 
makin. home still dear ami sweet to us all. Lucy wrote to moe jus 
before school closed her second year saying, "Papa, Lf you don's objects, 
Ian going to contrect with Prof Conger to fo to school at Cuachnita 
anotnor year and finish my “locution in Music and L will teach and nay 
itvhon I cet homs.' ‘“e have anote for wiat was due at the end cf tre 
thr e yoars and, true to her promise, 3ha got a class at Pammersville, 
La., ond done ner best but what sho failed to pay the Lord cnablodi mo 
to paye So it vas paid and we Bot a cleared receipt. She got nome ard 
learncd hor sister mia was soon to be married to the man d@ ‘er chotce, 
A gocd man, take hin around up snd down, everyday, none better, I wzro-: 
Lucy to so ahcad and arranze to teach ard mea and the dveys Would rect 
along somehow, out sho had a 2ead lle "Colling vheep! and Sacething 
like her Dad and with firmness 2 of her «ama go she kept house, tauzhs 
a little music, tried -to xo0ep up with the society of the old folks, ag 
well as “cep in touch with the youns folks, so home went on pretty 
smoothly. so I thegm to think if I coulda find t e right kind of a 
lady 1t would be best for Lucy and re for me to marry the gecond time. 
I got sy consent but to find the right lady was a hard eronosition, 
But after a while I thought I had found oné that would f11l the bill. 
I made the venture and avout the time LI thourht I had nade good, she 
said, nothing doing. I thought and-tried to pray and decided that 
faint heert never ron fair lady so f tried again and this tine stia said 
YOS, ami stuck to it. On the <8th day of July, 1903 iirs. “llen Grubb 
and f ret in Monticello at the Uussy ilotel and were marrtod. ‘hat vas 
thirtecn years apo last Friday and I !mow L love her’bettor today than 
I did thirteen ycars af0~e e know cach other better, Sho ig a noble 
true lady, oh, I wish [ could saa hop in good health again and I dould 
do nore for “er health and comfort in days to come than those that arcs 
Genes Shea had two cnildren, 3ruce Grubb a noble boy, and -laude Skipocr 
she 1s as fino as pure sold and worth a hundred cents on tho dollur. 
I lovo to love iiaude. bruce and his wife have four children, one girl 
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aA boys. Maude and Charlie have one girl een and pics i. 
= ae doad. Vivian belonrs to Grandma and {once thought my 
ee 16 would take lwo eohie aust Oh GE corres but trelve yoars 

; voul vo ; - ri 

— See te. © moved to Dormott and began to yg ag es 
gone ladt dai 2 dealt feol lite I tave bocn a failure " t avery day 
new a ied by the day. I work and a. = gee Mae long on 
Loarne I hove to be i : : 

brane hae ‘A tryl to.dao good. : : ; i 
the arth, thia ks fuguat/i9i6, and if L live and do well I nope to 
ge t 


vrite again some daye 


1 -written or 
ou and Scud can typewrite this and see I = pe ay es ara 
se before writing to write or desired to we net rte ‘a Si eeartsechy 
oir aia st of Lucy Daniel, my youngest daughter, See pel to &4e 
—_ cheer scence of ny life, esvecially Ghee re “ draw ‘Proa I have 
War Nok to 8G ape siuda rt taut a Eee ee ths “gaze to me TOW, 
ee rap3 from memories book ard penned them r ae 3 Kful to my 
aha I uave passod tne seventy-five mileoost. man rpms m@ meno 
ne Baas i‘auner, whe hag been sood ee yon roe ah ‘fina So te 
n fh SSE ee : Es ew a - = 
re actlvs. te lady sa a mlegn 
nat is still clcar and 3 i on f any man in ..:z kangag, 
al of ontroge said, "if you See ee ie o ee: Now, after 
+a] m .outheast Arkansas, ask Crd. i. oo a 
especiaily = ee enna culy 24, 1917 and I am in the hone gon ag 
nearly a Pact net wife, is away at cureka Springs with vivian to try 
3 eal O db, | t ; 
eager nee health back, 4 will try to write again. 
oe -~ > 


eg ttt active, preaching every Sunday and nicht, though < have 
Pnssea ay 76th birthday. “sll, on Lent, 12, 1916 I b ft home on the 
Carly corning train, sot to “bttle iock at 19:W, went to the “Lsston 
Room then to the uignth Street Vethodtst Church to a Ccnperance meoting. 
Left Little Neck at, or after 5 2, °°, for Latesville to Victt Jick, 

lena ard Claude Denson Hannibal, <rrived at batesville after 9 2, wie 
Dick set ra at Nevport, snent 8 days at Gatesville, proached Sunday and 
night, visited the “agonic Orphars “oma, loci and dsm on “hi te tives, 
The Batesville Stons Cuarye ind ao G00d time um onjoyed my visit. whts 
has been an overtful year es our Seloved president has been forced to 
declare war agairst Germany but I rejoice to sea uy country unitod, 
one flag Standins dehind thie christian president, determined Lideod. te 
Battle for the rignte ‘TXputh the Kirdneas of friends I atterded the 
reuinon of acecanfederated at washington ity, D.C. in June, sev t-e 
President. Aad a srect time. Visited ..t, Vernon, orcacied in Littlo 
Rock on xf way going and Coming. Preacred the next morning and nieht 
at rarkdale. Visited the reuuton at Vicksbure, “tag. in ~ovorder, 

Scud Daniel, Lueyz's Mus bend, had Siallpox Cnristrag and ag £ Aid nee 
have to wait on him, as Lucy did that, L visited Bilitets fantlly 
Spent two nights and 4 day, spent one night with brother and fainlly 
at Fountain i212 and then to Parkiala and '.flmot to preach, 


Cmeress and a united poonle, is trusting Sod and doing our vest to 
Q¥ercome wrong with right and might «ith richt,., A’million soldtars 
in Frunce an: “urope and perhnog three milldon nore’ under armieasand 


eneanpnents, This June 20th from cay 15 to the 20th of June + attended 


the Southern Baptist vonvention at uot Springs, “rkonsas, a ercat 
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~gonvention in numbers, 2,045, Work and aplrituality, one nillion 
dollars for foreizh wniasicns, all dobta paid and nore than one hundred 
thousand dollars in the bank, 4 half million for home missions, all 
debts naid, monoy in tne bark. BGrotiisr and sister Bottons of Toxe 
rrkang suve a hundred dollars ench for foriegn and hone missions, many 
convortiona and bantisins.e A great convantion of grcat men and women, 
trusting in God with a mind to work ani deny themselvese «ay wife 
accompaniod me to Hot -prings, her health was not food. ‘e stonnad at 
Pulluan otsle. Ellen, with Vivian, is now in -ureka Snrings, -ricinsas 
for their nealth and I am in the home all alone save Goi's spoirlt of 


power urd love, writing, this June 20th thourh mast 77 [ hove to yot be 


able and vray to do something te honor Him that hag so wondertully 
blessod to. T. HH. Baldy, my stenfathor, died last Nov. 1, I teliove. 
Fron 1918 -~eptember 24 to December 1, 191¢ the most eventful neriod of 


my life. ent with Chas a. «dking to .eunton of x-confederate Joldiers 
had a srekt clre. fFeturned to hore ct Dermott, “rkansas for Dartholomey 


Assoclation Cete 5 to 7. %, %, Adtins was a guest at =y home, wad a 
great association. ‘The nignt of the 7th a phono mesgeaca from Yr, 1, 2 


Baer to tell Uncle lick, Or. Yobb is dying. hen I reached his vedside, 
thirty-four alles away at illmot he was dend. ife, Cobb, had eomtributed 


to my expenses to lulsa, Okla. ‘“e bdnriod him an the evering of Oct. 8, 


By the 10th there was someone with influenza in almogt every homo fin 


"hluont., On the &th cundey in Novenber I was called home to lelp turry 


Harry vourtney, wnao died vith flu in cormott. Clark Sins, xy beloved 
pastor was Stricken with flu on Snaturdsy nist before the 4th sund--7. 


Tho mill at clissvilie closed dowm for ‘hankativing services Nove=bor 26, 
I held the service am cane hone te Dermott in the evening and tool nart 


in Thanksgiving service at nisite Sins wag very -ick. On the llth of 


Noveuucr toa armistice was slzned. On Saturday before tho firat eundarz, 
in 1918 I vas called from ‘ilnot to Dermott as Clark Sins, beloved nactoz. 
had died 9:50 o'clock. ‘“e held services at Dermott Churcn Sunday oventn> 
about sundowne +9 left the remains for ‘ialvern, «rkansas at inree .v. “, 


Monday vorning and arrived at -.alvern via Littlo Hock, accompanted b7 


his father, mother, and tvo brothers, Grady and Van, and Van's ~ife and 


Henry Gaster, his brotherein-law, and others, where we curried him 
after holding services over hia renuing in a church he took a leading 


part in building vhen he vas pastor at “elvern., On “onday tne Berd, bates 


Christmas, I was called to go to iilnar to telp burry -esl carter, «9 


burried him on the morning of the 24th at the charel, ncar his old hore 


I arrived at icra in Dermott 9:30 ¥. <4 on the 25th, Christmas Day, I 
married at ll As ile, Charlie “enasol and -tss Dell «anderson, Left that 


P. se for my gon'’s ab t.arren, accompanied by Lucy and Seud, epent two 


niguts and one day thore in :arren. Cn ihe morning of tho 27th wus calle: 


by phone to 0 to ‘lontroge, Arkansas, as ay beloved brother and comrade 


had diced suddenty, ae burried him that nivzht and on the 5th sunday in 
liarcni, 1913 va tad memorial services ab Fellowship Church at Snyder. 


In suns, 1919 my wife and Vivian went. to “ureka cprings vhore they snent 


taree and a iwlf months, learning fron Vivian that my wife wus sick Tf 


' left homa on Tuesday morning at 3 O'clock A. Me, after the second sunday 
in July, spent 24 hours in =urela ~orings, found “Uilen vettor, loft :ed. 


O:50 Pe te, arrivod at home at Dernott, whursday 3 ?. it., left Friday 
2 Pe we for Vountain i411 where [ hold a nine days rsoting, oroachings 
day and niznte is rosult of mesting tere baptized three in duly and 


in August and five in -antecbsr. ihe day I was 78 yoars old, :.a7 is, t 
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Went to itlaunta, Georgla te the Southorn Santist vonvontion, tha greatost 
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Atlanta, 


' at Dorinots 


218 


convention in nunbors, 400,220, ins 
uni accord. «ftor working tarough July 
and ntizit by advice of Dr. Hawt 


Minis tery. 


aftcr 41 yenrs in tho 
Tloan3a, Sis ter 


before £ left for Now vu 
of Camburz, spent the 1st an 2nd of Ve 
preached the introductory sernon, 
for rounton of ~X-confederates at 
the Sth at Little iiock, 
on tho 7th, b7-3:30 AL ite wo were in 
“Pe Parsons, 618 Ponce 
9th, and 10th to the 12th ani 1Sth in 4 
OO miles south of Sornott. . 
in a covnpour of rain, 
at nigit. Carrol \oo0d cane 
nigit. <a 1t continued to rain ze both 
on tie 15th for heme, I arrived at 
preacning Sunday and night since, 

Immanuel vourch at Little 
preached at Grady and snont two ni 


Parkdale , 


’ 
Pee! 


Preac-ed tiree times on the 23rde Spent shankegiving at ‘urron, Snendine 
two rist:ts and one day with Jillie and tay and the three sreet enildron. 
Preaciod the Sth sunday, Love 30 ¢t sCarthur. Preacked tulce, came rome 


to Lermnctt where the churen argmiced - 
i proaised $250.00, ~<o at 8 P 
preacicd fridcy night at Port] 
. IB, a& ..4 Sp Le Se Sarton nat 7 and 
Churen agreed to Pay ~25CO.00 on the 75 
Parkdale agreed to pay -2<600.00 ang 
Je 7. Daker and children, .3500.00. 
morniuge Lith many renemborances and 
Was not ag »yleasant ag desired, 
thankful ta say Sc@ L3 much bettar Chia 
14, 1920, wftor 
Wifo, “llen UNarrtot Jenson 
Ono fron us neg pone 
hone, whifcl nover can 
his love mq 
Aftes tha death of 
or vest and as 


9 Da33cd away 


ve filled," 


I was preaciing and tell then rf 4ust sccoat a rot ie, 


Of -.arch I lert for Fee Ga fe) --exico 
| Lena, ani war 
Svening of the 3rd of 
preaciod once. I ret 
Peol, spant 24 hours, stopved in Little 
and cob Kidd, Spent a nigot at 
home tha avcning of the 13th. 
and novad inie ny house and are makioe 
After che death of ny beloved wife 
botweoen life and death for 31x wool: 
C left hone “ay 8, Spent tro 
“18 10th for Nashington, D, U 
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piritual ability 


ns of sarkdale 
Arkansas ond wont to New Srleang and Pouated teh days. 
vaptized a young lady tho 
“aude Cockrell at 
Soptebar 50, I left home for Bartholomew »ssoclation ten miles 


Sot 9 
Atlanta, Ga,, at 2 2 
arrivod at itlenta, Ga. with 
sed in one of the best 
DeLeon Street, 


at 9 2, Ue. on ths lith, I cheansed elotizt 


Slept about thre 
~onday tio 14th and 


Dermott about 7 “, 
~@ ha 
rockon the 12 
ts ard a day vith 


9000.09 for tha 75 million ca 
neg DPGising © 
end, irkonsas, 


Clissville, oy sis 
by % 
Jifts frou loved ones 
-ife has deon 


=ore tien four nontia L 


9 & Voice we loved tgs 
Sot in hi 
aSivon and the body slunvorgs a90r 
“Y Oeloved wife £ 300 
rebruary had rtys Sundays £ 


gy Denson, 27 brother! airzls. 
“pril, remained until 
urred o7 the way of 


“rady with Dan and 
Seud Jantel 
"one ag 
--8udo Lktope 
8S but has rae 

nishts in Little 
e to attend tho Southern Unaptist 


oo ee ee ee eee oe oe ee eet 


and brotherly love 
and a portion of “unust by day 
t loft the flold in 

Tho first rest 
“orning 4 
e@ oricanse sf 
north Bs 
tober at tha association, I 
ack home 3 Aes lie thea Srd, left 
i ete ~pent Sund 
wife at 3 4, bp 
0ries in 
“@ spent tho 7th, 8th, 
vlanta, lett for hove, arviyed 
ng and vent te 
\wrived at Yarkdale at 5:50 «a, 
8 Hours and nreacved at 11 and 
orseched at ll cna at 
kdale about 5S *, x, 

“e@ + MVa been 
d our Baptist Yonvertion at 
“it and 13th. On tio tots f 
Sima and Dan, 
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od und hanpy in i4- Scrvicc, 
cofors the lss wUnluy, Sec, 
awauched two sermons, ‘ihe «Limot 
MLllion “acmaion for sf: ve YOSLS « 
ter and vrother 
wife went to bed Sick Uhristran 
vhoistnag 
hear ceaths door but 
Sunsniny mornin, Jan. 
asain, Thts ay » 1920, 
¥Y <5, 1920. ". nrcclous 
1, 4 nleco is vasant in our 
3 wision has vrcalled che beer 
9, the soul safo at rest," 
<ded to lot my “dnd hava a chan-. 
decided to GO to tre Piva nlac- 
and 39, on tie last tr, 
to visit taroa nieces, Jothro, 
f arrived at -Lasers tie 
spril 12, had a 5001 tina, 
Uklahoaa “Loy, visitod Jorg antinle 
-OCK, Aricangas dinod with 3, p, 
uit Clements, reached 
ad Lucy solu snoir now home 
pleasant as NO3uL0 le, 
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Convention. ‘rrived in 'eshirgtm at 44, we the 12th, Had a preat 
convention, 8,319 messgergors enrolled. io were in Session from the 

l2th to tiie 17th. [hed a sreat timee i.as stiown many iindnesses by 
Conpressmen Coodwin, Taylor ,Uudsneth of Texas, and Sen. Joa i, “ooLngon 
of iricnrsug, ail of which wag ireatly annreciated by me. Acturned on tla 
eOth just in time for tna Sraduatinz exercises at Jermctt, «r'tarsag and 
heard the Volidictory by vivien <kinoer, which was m00d.e 8-7 Son's fantily 
at vnarren were all sick fron Jamary to Varen with ~umps and flu but are 
@l1l woll nov, iaving gaid us a visit the first of “aye LDL nrozehed - 
sunday, the 4th Sunday, at Jlissville, nOrning and nticite lave been 
prernc ving nearly ever; Sunday mernine and nigut since Cetsber 22, 

baptizei on the 3rd Sundey in Sentenver, tro ton and sroached 1. rning 

‘and evening ef cArthur, Agatn the 3rd -unday in Cctebor reeacued there 
and Laptized one sister, tha wife of ons of the Srether Haan, Tt Sagtize 
vente dG’. itterded a wcunton of Vorfederate soldiers at vanden, srkangs:- 
inSentember and ofter attending the lartholoner “Ssoctation at “ormltage, 
Bradley Count;, «-Phansag, fron Sant. 2th to Yetober 1, I euxe home. and 
loft on whe eventne of the ong of Uctober by way of Libtte O08 ta 
Houston, Toxas for Zeunion of “Z-confedorate soldiers, Had a great 

tine but ve are Brorins old and passing away day by day. 








